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England. The Union of Scotland added forty-five and the
Union with Ireland 100 members to the House. Of the
members representing England, eighty sat for the counties Qualifies-
and the rest for boroughs. Until 1774 members were member*.
legally bound to be residents of their constituency, but this
obligation had long ceased to be strictly observed. After
1710 members for the counties had to possess an annual
income of £600 and members for boroughs an income of
£300 from landed property. Fictitious titles to land were
often created to evade this obligation, and in 1722 members
were compelled to swear an oath that they were duly qualified.
Still the Act was evaded by temporary transfers of titles,
until this was prevented in 1760. Few members, however,
were excluded on account of their lack of incomes from
land; and many, such as Yorke (later Earl of Hardwicke),
Burke, Pitt, Fox, Sheridan and Wilkes, were provided with
land by their friends. The oaths imposed by Elizabethan
legislation excluded Catholics from the House, but Protestants
were excepted from the penalties they incurred by taking
their seats in the House by Indemnity Acts passed annually
from 1726 onwards.
The distribution of constituencies, the franchise, and the Uniair dis-
11-	i	*r»	t       tribution of
electoral machinery all needed reform.   Towns were far seats— ex-
more heavily represented than the counties: and the South
of England was excessively represented.   Cornwall returned of thl south!
forty-four members, only one less than Scotland, and two
more than those returned by Durham,  Northumberland
and Yorkshire.1   Devon had twenty-six members, Dorset
twenty, Somerset eighteen, Wiltshire thirty-four, so that
the five counties of the south-west returned 142 members*
or approximately one quarter of the total.   The ten counties
south of Bristol and the Lower Thames returned 237 members,
and if London, Middlesex and the neighbouring counties
be counted, they returned 293 members in all, or over half
of the  total.2   About  one-third of these  Parliamentary
boroughs were seaports.
1	W. P. Courtney, Parliamentary Representation of Cornwall, p. v.
2	See Porritt, Uniformed House of Commons, pp. 90-97.   Namier,
Structure of Politics at Accession of George III., pp. 79-$°*

